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Windsor Centre 

 

Minutes of the General 
Membership Meeting on 
Tues., January 16, 2024. 
 

Call to Order 

Meeting chaired by President Mahayarrahh-Starr Livingstone, called to order at 7:40 p.m. 
The chair reminds everyone to sign-in and that there are calendars (17$) and eclipse glasses 
(2$ members, 3$ non-members) available to purchase. There are 50/50 tickets available as 
well. The draw takes place after the break. 
 

Introduction of Guests 

• Fatemeh Hamdizadeh, an English teacher at College Boreal with a degree in 
Physics. 

• Kevin Masterson, a former member returning after 12 years. 

 
 

Minutes of the previous Meeting 

November 21, 2023.  Hard copies available.  This was the Annual General Meeting, which 
included the annual financial report and the election of officers. 
 
 Motion to accept the Minutes as presented: 

Moved by Steve Pellarin, seconded by Susan Sawyer-Beaulieu.  Carried. 
 

Solar Eclipse Report 

Starr gave a brief update on the plans for sites in the area of totality, ranging from Colchester 
Harbour to Point Pelee.  Move volunteers are needed to support the locations that have asked 
for assistance.   
 

• John R Park Conservation Area is hosting an event, but charging an admission 
fee. 

• Holiday Beach Conservation Area has a fairly large parking lot, also charging  
admission but not fully inside the eclipse. 

• Colchester Beach is being hosted by the Town of Essex. 
• Point Pelee National Park has asked RASC to do a presentation and host three 

locations within the park. 
• The Town of Kingsville is hosting an event, likely near the arena. 

 
Most places contacted do not really understand the event, or to expect a large number of 
visitors.  CBC will do interviews leading to the events.  The Sarnia Centre will have 10-12 
members to help.  We recommend not travelling the day off the eclipse as you may not reach 
the destination you’re heading to. 
 
Open discussion within the membership suggested this could be a fundraising opportunity, 
perhaps with T-Shirts or other merchandise.  Solar Glasses are being sold by the Centre and by 
some members as well.  Further plans are in the works by the Eclipse committee and will be 
confirmed at the next meeting. 
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Director of Observing Report 

Nancy Ng presented a summary of local observations and what to look for in the next month. 
Highlights included: 
 

• New James Webb images of Neptune and its moons. 
• Moon Rises and names of Winter Full Moons: Wolf Moon (Algonquin name), 

Cold Moon (Cree name) and Spirit Moon (Ojibway). 

• Dates of New moons leading to the eclipse March 10th and April 8th. 

• Planetary positions, rise/set times through February & March. Planetary viewing 
before sunrise includes: Venus, Mercury and Mars. 

• Evening viewing includes: Saturn, Neptune, Jupiter and Uranus. 
• New James Webb images of Saturn, and a discussion on how the rings will 

disappear and reappear as Saturn tilts in relation to Earth. 
• A summary of the winter sky tonight. 
• A map of the Eclipse’s path of totality and a discussion of the relative viewing 

locations. 
• A photo of the May 10, 1994 Eclipse. 
• An amazing image of Cass A, a supernova remnant in Cassiopeia, by the James 

Webb telescope combined with the Chandra X-ray Observatory.  

 

Break 

The chair called a coffee break following Nancy’s report. Guests were invited for hot chocolate & 
make your own coffee or tea, as well as various cookies and muffins. 
 

Video Presentation 

Starr presented a video from Youtube:  KOSMO, The Galaxies. 
A Journey to our Closest Galaxies 
 

Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned (without vote) at 9:50pm. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MFSawk8oLTU

