RASC Windsor Centre’s Monthly Newsletter

May, 2026
f e 71 f e Z: f f

5$6&:LQGVRU

Basics of Astronomy: Understanding the
Night Sky from Your Backyard.
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R \WWH SOQHW AR DQG J DO IHV \R KHS WH
DXAHQFH EHWHUXQGHIARIQG Z KDAKH. DUH VHHQ 1Q
\WH QIKVWN. 0 RUH [P SRUQ® 3 HBUQH SOICHG
ZK\ VRP H REMPW DUH YIME®! DQG Z KDWKH. KO

UHSUAVHOQWY

$ IHZ PHP EHYR 7KH
© IQGVRU& HQRH
DWHQGHG DV Z HO\R
VXSSRWWKLY RXWHDFK
HIRWY/DVHG RQ \WH
VXFFHW R WH [IWMER
SUHVHQIMRQY ZH

Z RX@ O\H R FRQUIDXH
WLV DV DQRQIRQY
VHUHY DWIELDY
EUDQFKHV WWURXI KRXW
: IQGVRUDQG ( WH
&RXQN

Celestial Events ~ May-June, 2026
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May 31 - Full Moon, Blue Moon. 7KHO0 RRQZIQFH
GFDWMG RQ \WH RSSRVIW MGH R \WH (| DU DV \WH 6 XQ
DQG W IDFH Z IQEH IX@ LGP ICDWG 7 KLY SKDWH
RFFXWY DW ("7 61QFH MY IV WH VHFRQG IX@
0 RRQIQWH VDP HP RQN WV VRP HMP HV UHHUWHG R
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DV D %3H 0 RRQ 7KLY UDUH FDBIQEDUHYHQNRQD RFFXLY/

DSSWR [P DMO HYHY \ZR \R \WUHH\ HDY JIMIQJ UVH\R
WHWMP  RQFH 1Q D %0H 0 RRQ

June 14 - New Moon. 7KHO0 RRQZ lQEH ®FDWG RQ
\KH VDP HMGH R WWH ( DU DV WH 6 XQ DQG Z LQCRWNEH
YME®! 1QWH QIKWN. 7KLY SKDVH RFFXWY DW

("7 7KWV LV \WHEHVAP H R \WH P RO \RR REVHH

| DIQAREMIFW VXFK DV J DO IHV DQG WRUFGORLY/
EHFDXVH WHUH LV QR P RRQW KWR LOMUHUH

June 15 - Mercury at Greatest Eastern Elongation.
7KH SOQHV0 HIFXWY UHDFKHY J BHDWWWHDWMLD
HEQIDIRQRI f IURP \KWH 6 XQ 7KLV IV \WH ERVW
P HR YIHZ 0 HIPXY MQFH IWZ IQEH DWAV KLY KHW
SRONDERYH \WH KRU RQ 1QWH HYHQQI W / RRNIRU
\KH SOQHWEZ 1QWH Z HAMD W BOMDIMUVXQUHW

June 21 - June Solstice. 7KH - XCH VROWH RFFXLY/
DwW ("7 7TKH1RW 3R®IR \WH ( DU Z 1QFH
MG WZ DUG WWH 6 XQ Z KIFK Z IQKDYH UHDFKHG W
QRUNHIP RAWVBRVIMRQ IQWH W DQG Z IOEH AUHA®
RYHUWH 7 URSIF R & DQRFHUDW f QRUK OMMYCH
7K IV WWH MWD, R VXP P HU VXP P HIWVROWH 1Q
\WH 1 RUWHLQ + HP LVSKHUH DQG \WH IIWANED. R Z 1QMU
ZIQMIVROMFH  1QWH 6 RXWHQ + HP LVSKHUH

Astronomy Obscura — Making Accidental
Low-Tech History
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SRWWHFRQEDY VWXGHQN VKH HYHQWD® |RU RWDERXW
\WH SURWIPW: - KHQVKH UHP HP EHUHG VKH DWXP HG
\KDWDOR \WH FDP HUDV KDG EHHQ WXICHG DV KHU
SUHYIRXV DWHP SW KDG EHHQ XQUXFFHWIXO
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Z HDWHUHYHQW DV Z HODV KXP DQ DQG DQP DO
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RASC Welcomes the new

Executive Director
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QHZ \RWH RUDQ] DIRQ , BRNIRZ DGR P HHY
PDQ R\ RX 1QWH QHDUIXWMUH DQG KHDUQ) DERXW
ZKDWKH5 $6& P HDQV\R\ RX ,\W/ [P SRVBQAR P H\R
XQEHYABQG \ RXUQHHGY DQG SURUMAV DV, VHWBI LOR
\KH URG

7KURXIKRXWP \  FDUHHUIQ UHVHDUFK. HGXFDMIRQ DQG

VAHGAH FRP P XQEDMRQ , KDYH EHHQJIXIGHGE\ \WH
EHOH \WWDW/HHCHH IV P RWIP SDRIXCZ KHQ WY DSSOHG

DQGVKDUHG :  KHWHUZ H DUH SHHUQJ) \MURXJK D
\MBMFRSH DVWD GFDOARUSDW DQDO)] LQJ FRP SO
AW IRP \WH OMAMBCDUP MRQY RUMI HLY
VADWMG Z W AR H HV Z H DU DOXQWNMG B\ \WH
IXQEDP HQBAKXP DQXUH \R BRN XS 1QZ RQGHU

VY D SUM®BU H \R EXIT RQ \WH 6 RFHWV GUDR 1Q
FRODERUIMRQ Z MW DOR! \ RX Z KIBI EUQI Q) IRZ DG
QHZ IG-DV\R KHS XV UDFK IRUWH R $V, EHIIQ
P\ \WWQXUH P\ [P P HADW IRFXV IV RQ FRQGHAIRQY
DQGJURZ\K , DP FRP P MG R HQUXUQ) \WDVWKH

1 DIRCQDC 1IEH FRQMXHV \R VHYH DV D IREXWIDQG
UHVSROUYH KXE Rl VXSSRIWRURXUS HOHV IUIRP FROWW
\R FROWAR FROWE\ DGYDQRQ) VFIHQFH RXAWHDFK
VHQIWHQQJ SDURHIAKISV DQG HKDQHQ) RXU
ELR) XDOFRQMOADQG [P SURYIQ) DFFHVWIELDY DQG
RXWHDFK DFURW \KH FRXQM

7RIHWHU Z H Z LGHQVXUH \WDWKH 5 $6 & 1V HYHQP RUH
YIEDDQMGQFOMYH DQG P HDQQIIXCDV D KRP H IRUDD
Z KR VKDUH D SDWMRQIRUDWRGRP \ , BRNIRZ DG \R
D AM®U \ HDUDKHDG Z W\ RX DD
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Quarters and Cross-Quarters - The
Astronomical Marking of a Solar Year
7DD &DWP DQ) WHFK

Litha, Midsummer a 7KH 6 XQZ LOUHDFK W
CRUWHIP RWBRIQARQ - XCQH 87&

(* 7 P DINQI \WH 6 XP P HUS ROMEH $VWKLY SRIQMAH
1 RWHD + HP LVSKHUH LV P RAWMEMG \RZ DUBY WH 6 XQ
BN DPOIPXP R 0 f 1RP DWUZKHUH\ RX D RQ

( DU \KH 6 XQ UVHV DQG VHW | DUWWHWORW RQ\ RXU
KRU RQ ,QWH 1 RWH.D + HP [VSKHUH \KLY VROMFH
P DU \WH VKRUWWMMQL] KWDQG \WH @QIHWED, R \KH
\ HDU $ IWUWLY @D\ \WH 6 XQZ L@EHIIQ P RYIQJ
VRX\KZ DG IQRXUWN. RGFH DIDIQ
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$ QAHQNFXE@MUHV XQGHUARRG \WH VXQI SDX DRIRW
\WHWN. DQG P DGH P RQXP HQW\R P DUN W SDWDJIH
VXFK DV \WH ARGH FLLF®! DV \RQHKHQI H DQG \WH

0 DFKX 3IEFKX 6 XQ* DM Z KHUH \WH 6 XQ LGP LQDWMV
1P SRUTQAARKPXYUAY WURXI KRXVWKH VDQRMDY DV W
UVHY RQWH VROWFH @D, + XP DQV KDYH DOR
LQDGYHIMQ® FUHDWG P RGHUQ KHQJ HV WDWII KWKS
Z WK \WH VROMPH VXFK DV \WH 0 DQKDWBCKHQIH 1Q
1HZ <RIN Z KIFK @KW XS IRUUHH Z HH\V EHRUWH DQG
DIMUWH VXP P HOVROWFH 7 KH VROWFH P DUV DQ

H FHBIQARSSRUMQW | RUVRDUREVHYDURQY RU
@KWY D ERQILH DQG FHBEWDMG) \WURXJ KRXVWKH
VKRUAMAGL KW

Art in the Park ~ June 6th & 7th
&R®HQ0 HBG

$ WO \WH 3 DUN LV KHE \WH [IIAWXQ@Y HNHQG 1Q - XQH
HDFK \ HDUDQG LV \IH VLI CDMUH HYHQARDWIDXQFKHV

© IQGVRW IHAYDOHDVRQ 7KH H KIEMRY GVS@\ DQG
UABIONHUZ DUHV 1Q ERRWV VHVXS DURXQG \WH
DFUHV R J DIMG J URXQGV VXURXQAQ) \WH EHDX\WWXCDQG
KIMRUE :  L@AMDG 0 DQRUIQ:  DOHYI

, ZRXG®YH\R VHH DQ. P HP EHW ZKRFDQGARS B\ 10
EHZHDUQ) P\ 5$6& JHDUDQG\BOIQ) \R YMWRY \R
P\ \MQADERXVD@MQIV DWDQG DARQRP \ 3 BDVH
ROQP H L\ RXS @H \R VKDUH\ RXU5 $6 & NQRZ BIGIH

Z W $ WO \WH 3 DN YIMMRY \RR $ @BURFHHGY IDIVHG

B\ WLV HYHQAI R \RZ DU VXSSRUMD) \WH UMRIDIRQ R

: LAMDG 0 DQRUDQG WH FKDUMVE®! SURVIFW Rl \KH
SRV &OER : IQGRU

Out Behind the Barn

$ SRP B\ 0 DWD3ICFK SDWB$6& : LQGVRUO HP EHU
YURP 5$6&: IQORU W $QQYHWDY + MRY %4
FRP SIBIGE\ 60Q6 YDQ* DDBQ

$ VADQI H VRFIDCHYHQW

D GDUNJ DIWHUQ) @\H CR RNHU

7KH IXHWAR KRQRUS.KDUBN 0 HWIHU
RXUBQI GHDG DWRQRP\ ELRWHU

& DQWWNMQY KR KHH H FHSWE. HDU
GDUN VKDGRZ V IQ WH QIKW

4 XIHWIQMONRQ 0 HVHUYHQN

+ HDYHQ IREIG\ RX WD RQD WKW

W EOFN DV D ERRWKHDUWH RZ @ KRRW
\WH FR\ R\ RGH KLV \MQH

) DIQWZ KLU R DIU VD V D VNXQN LY \WHUH
© HKRSH KH P RYHV RQ UHDO/RRQ

, ®YH\R VHH D JDOS \

D GHEX® RUD FOMMU

$@ D V \WHH 1Q \WH FBDUQL KWL
DQGWH. GHYHUBVH WHUGMMU

7KRXIK \WH Z 1QG IV FKIO MY MID \WUD

- K H HV \WDWDUH EDUH \R \VABIQG DQG AU
2 QFRG EOFN QIKW

6 HH WKLY VIBUMMGGHG LI KW

RASC Windsor Centre
Social Media Links!
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#rascwindsor
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General Meeting ~ Call to Order and Announcements
7K P HAIQ) Z DV FD@®IG\R RGHUE\ 3 UHMMGHQM \MYH 3 HIUQ DW 7 KH & KDIUDVNHG DODWQEQ) R VLI Q \KH
UHJ DMADIRQ ERRN DQG QRMG WDVWKH ADZ Z LOBNH SOFH DIWUWH EBDN 7 KH & KDIWWWHQ SURFHHGHG \R

IQNRGXFH \WH $ JHQED IRUMH P HHMQI 6 HYHUDQ) XHW IQNRGXFHG WHP VHOHV  IOFBGQ) D JURXS R H FKDQIH
VWXGHOWV ILRP & REP EID

Minutes of the Previous Meeting
0 DUK * HQHUDOD HAI 0 LQXWMV Z HIH AURXOWG B\ HP DIODQG SUQMG [Q \WH $ XURID
0 RWRQ VR DFFHSVWKH O LOXWA DV SUHVHQWMG
0 RYHGE\ 6XVDQ6DZ\ HU%HDX@HX 6 HFRQGHGE\ - HI 1 RRQDQ &DUIHG

Presentation ~ Juliana Grigorescu ~ Director of Observing

- XDV WHARUR 2 EVHYIQ) 5 HSRWWZ DV YHY GAMBIBIG DQG FRYHUHG IQRUP DMRQ DQG P DIHV R 0 DUK DQG $ SUD
QIKWNHV IQFOGQ) 5 HFHQWG RDULP DUHV IURP 6 \MYH 0 DWRMERWR DQG %4UDQ 6 IP SVRQ / XQDU( FTBVH Z W D YIGR
IURP \KH HFGBVH $UAMP IV ,, KLUKQIKW &RP HA& 5 3$167$556 RQ$SUO 8 SFRP IQ) FRQMQAIRYY

\R Z DIRK IRU ) RXUSDQHW 0 HIFXW 0 DI 9HQXV DQG 6 DWW  9HQXV DQG \WH 3 BIDGHY 8 DQXV DQG \WH 3 BIDGHV
7KH 0 RRQDQG 7KH %HHKLYH 1 HEXD 0

Presentation ~ Susan Sawyer-Beaulieu ~ “Hunting Messier Objects with Binoculars”

6 XVDQ.J DYH KHUSUHVHQEAMRQ RQ \WH FKD@IQIH R 11QEQJ 0 HWIHUREMIFW Z W EIQRFXOLY 3 UP H \BU HWREMIPV
IFGAQI0 0 0 DGO  ZHHAVFXWHG 5 HVRXUAHV LQFGGHG WH 2 EVHIYHY + DQGERRN 6 \BUS \@V
$SSV 6\MMUXP 6N 6DIDU DQGERRW IURP KHUSHYWRQDOIEWDY 37 KH 0 HWIHUS &XP ~ DQG37 KH <HDUS RXQG
0 HWIHUO DUDNRQ

Break
7 KH FKDIUFD@IG D FRIIHH EUWHDN IRGXZ 1Q) \KH SUHVHQEMRQY DWW 7KHP HAMQ) UHVXP HG DW

Presentation ~ Mike Flegel ~ Computus Paschalis

6 \MYH 3 HIDUQ LOWRGXFHG \WH J XHWA/SHDNHU 0 INH) BIHOO INH RICHG 5 $6 & 10 Q KH EHFDP HD @H
PHPEHUR 5$6& / RQGRQ&HQMH 0 INH LV D IRXQAQ) P HP EHUR \WWH &KDWDP . HQ/$ IRGRP \ &OE $\MRG
) BUHX DV QDP HG IQ KLY KRQRXUIQ

0 INHIV \BO!NDFHG WH FRP SBf IQMSO\ EHE HHQ DWIRGRP \ DQG UHII LRXV FDBIQEDUGHWMUP LODURQY KLY KO KUQJ

KRZ DWIRQRP IFDCREVHLYDURQY JUDGXD@ JDYH Z D\ W 11, HG FDBXOMRQY | RUMU LEDCBXSRVHY 7 KH HYRGMRQ R

( DWMUFDBXOMRQ DQG FDBIQEDUHRIP FHQWHG RQ WH WQURQ EHE HHQ REVHLYDMRQDCDVRGRP \ DQG HFFOMDVIFDO
DI UHHP HQWZ L\ FDBXOMRQY HYROLQJ 1URP QDUREVHYDMRQY \R 1], HG \DEBNV

Adjournment

$ P RARQ VR DGVRXLQ WH P HHWQJ Z DV FDQBIG DW
0 RYHGE\ 0 LFKDHO XIRXU 6 HFRQGHG E\ 6B/ LYLQIVWRQH & DUIHG
&®DUS NHV

0D 3DJH R



